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d)  Be located on a site 

which is included on a 

list of hazardous 

materials sites compiled 

pursuant to Government 

Code Section 65962.5 

and, as a result, would it 

create a significant 

hazard to the public or 

the environment? 

   X An EnviroStor search was completed for the project site, 

and sites within a 0.5 mile radius that resulted in no results 

(Department of Toxic Substances Control, 2022). 

 

No Impact 

22. 

e)  For a project located 

within an airport land 

use plan or, where such 

a plan has not been 

adopted, within two 

miles of a public airport 

or public use airport, 

would the project result 

in a safety hazard or 

excessive noise for 

people residing or 

working in the project 

area? 

  X  According to the Lake County Airport Land Use 

Compatibility Plan, there are three airports that include the 

Lampson Field, Pearce Field, and the proposed 

Quackenbush Mountain Airport. None of these airports are 

within 2 miles of the project site (Hodges & Shutt, 1992). 

Additional public and private airports include: Redbud 

Community Hospital Heliport - CL53, Ferndale Resort 

Seaplane Base - CN20, Konocti - Clear Lake Seaplane Base 

- 5CA9, Sutter Lakeside Hospital Heliport - CL69, and the 

Gravelly Valley Airport - 1Q5 which is the closest airport 

located in Upper Lake, but still is several miles away. 

 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

27. 

f)  Impair 

implementation of or 

physically interfere with 

an adopted emergency 

response plan or 

emergency evacuation 

plan? 

  X  The project site is located in a remote rural area of 

northeast Lake County, California, approximately 13.7 

miles northeast of State Route 20 (SR20). Bartlett Springs 

Road is an Off-System Local Road that connects SR20 

with the rural area north of the Indian Valley Reservoir. 

Constructing the existing bridge on the same alignment 

will require a minimal detour around the construction zone 

to maintain through traffic on Bartlett Springs Road. 

Fortunately, an existing well established low water 

crossing is directly adjacent to the existing bridge and 

appears to be a regularly used route by vehicular traffic. 

The Average Daily Traffic in 2006 was approximately 60, 

with a projected ADT of 127 vehicles per day by 2034 

(California Department of Transportation, 2019c). 

 

Less Than Significant Impact. 

 

14. 

g)  Expose people or 

structures, either 

directly or indirectly, to 

a significant risk of loss, 

injury or death 

involving wildland 

fires?  

  X  The site is mapped as being in a Very High Fire Severity 

Zone (CAL FIRE, 2022). Due to the remoteness of the site, 

if a wildfire was to occur it could take first responders a 

significate amount of time to arrive. Therefore, the 

proposed project should have measures in place to prevent 

accidental construction fires, or non-construction related 

wildfires. The project will be required to comply with Lake 

County’s Emergency Operations Plan (2020 Updated 

EOP), State requirements for construction workers 

including Caltrans’s Construction Manual, as well as with 

Cal/OSHA Pocket Guide for the Construction Industry 

2022 (County of Lake, 2020; California Department of 

Transportation, 2021; Cal/OSHA, 2022). 

 

2., 3., 

7., 36. 
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Less than Significant Impact. 

 

X.     HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

Would the project: 

a)  Violate any water 

quality standards or 

waste discharge 

requirements or 

otherwise substantially 

degrade surface or 

ground water quality? 

 X   According to the Water Quality Technical Memorandum 

completed by Caltrans, some temporary in-channel work 

may be required to remove the existing bridge 

infrastructure and to apply RSP at the abutments to 

address scour concerns. Constructing the existing bridge 

on the same alignment will require a minimal detour 

around the construction zone to maintain through traffic 

on Bartlett Springs Road. Fortunately, an existing well 

established low water crossing is directly adjacent to the 

existing bridge and appears to be a regularly used route by 

vehicular traffic. This existing and well defined low water 

crossing is considered the most viable option for 

redirecting traffic and construction equipment as it will 

not require additional vegetation removal and minimal 

earthwork grading within the waterway. To minimize 

these potential water quality impacts, it is anticipated that 

construction will be completed in one season, at a time 

when the creek is dry. However, depending on the creek 

flows at the time of construction, a temporary stream 

diversion may be required, which may include screened 

pumps, a temporary pipe network, and clean gravel fill to 

route flow through and around the immediate work area, 

maintain dewatered conditions, and return flow to the 

downstream channel network without causing harm to 

biological resources or affecting water quality. 

 

The report concludes there will be no long-term impacts 

from the project, although short-term impacts to surface 

water quality could occur during project construction. For 

the Project, the following measures are recommended. All 

BMPs and other avoidance/minimization measures will be 

prepared in consultation with the project engineer, 

contractor, Lake County, the Central Valley RWQCB, 

CDFW, and other appropriate agencies. 

 

The County shall obtain all necessary permits to conduct 

work that results in placement of fill within waters of the 

U.S. and state. The County will implement all permit 

terms required by regulatory agencies. Permits will 

include a CWA Section 404 permit from the USACE, a 

CWA Section 401 permit from the Central Valley 

RWQCB, and a CFGC Section 1602 streambed alteration 

agreement from the CDFW. 

 

In addition to the requirements listed above, the following 

mitigation measures shall be incorporated into the project: 
 
WQ-1: This project shall comply with the National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Storm 

Water Permit Waste Discharge Requirements for the 

14. 
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

adopted State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). 

WQ-2: This project may require Construction General 

Plan which includes preparing and implementing a 

SWPPP for the appropriate risk level or a Water Pollution 

Control Plan. 

WQ-3: This project shall preserve existing site conditions. 

WQ-4: If dewatering is required, construction site 

dewatering must comply with the General Waste 

Discharge Requirements/NPDES Permit for Limited 

Threat Discharges to Surface Waters. 

 

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated 
 

b)  Substantially 

decrease groundwater 

supplies or interfere 

substantially with 

groundwater recharge 

such that the project 

may impede sustainable 

groundwater 

management of the 

basin? 

 X   The Water Quality Technical Memorandum states that it is 

anticipated that construction will be completed in one 

season, at a time when the creek is dry. However, 

depending on the creek flows at the time of construction, a 

temporary stream diversion may be required. The 

Memorandum further says no new long term impacts that 

affect water quality are anticipated as a result of the 

project. The project does not change, alter, or modify 

stormwater drainage patterns, affect surface flows, or 

affect groundwater. No new drainages or modifications to 

uplands will result in additional stormwater flows into 

Bartlett Creek.  

 

WQ-4 would reduce impacts from dewatering if required. 

 

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated 

 

14. 

c)  Substantially alter 

the existing drainage 

pattern of the site or 

area, including through 

the alteration of the 

course of a stream or 

river or through the 

addition of impervious 

surfaces, in a manner 

that would: 

i) result in substantial 

erosion or siltation on-

site or off-site; 

ii) substantially 

increase the rate or 

amount of surface 

runoff in a manner 

which would result in 

flooding on- or offsite;  

iii) create or contribute 

runoff water which 

would exceed the 

 X   See Section X a) and b). 

 

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated 

 

14. 
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capacity of existing or 

planned stormwater 

drainage systems or 

provide substantial 

additional sources of 

polluted runoff; or 

iv) impede or redirect 

flood flows? 

d)  In flood hazard, 

tsunami, or seiche 

zones, risk release of 

pollutants due to project 

inundation? 

  X  A Location Hydraulic Study and Summary Floodplain 

Report was completed by WRECO for the proposed 

project in July 2019. The proposed project would not 

change the overall land use within the project watershed 

and would not significantly increase impervious areas. 

Based on the results of the hydraulic analysis, the 

proposed bridge would not significantly modify the water 

surface profile within the studied reach for the 100-year 

flood event. Therefore, potential impacts of the project to 

the floodplain are minimal, and no mitigation measures 

are proposed. The project site is not located in a tsunami 

or seiche zone. Further, all chemicals including pesticides, 

fertilizers and other potentially toxic chemicals shall be 

stored in a manner that the chemicals will not be adversely 

affected in the event of a flood (WRECO, 2019).  

 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

38., 40. 

e)  Conflict with or 

obstruct implementation 

of a water quality 

control plan or 

sustainable groundwater 

management plan? 

  X  The Lake County Watershed Protection District is an 

authorized groundwater management agency as defined by 

the California Water Code (CWC) §10753 (a) and (b). The 

Groundwater Management Plan (GMP) supports the long-

term maintenance of high quality groundwater resources 

within the 13 groundwater basins of the county. 

Groundwater Management Plan Objectives include the 

following: 

 Improve the understanding of groundwater hydrology 

and quality in Lake County; 

 Maintain a sustainable, high quality water supply for 

agricultural, environmental, and 

 urban uses; 

 Minimize the long-term drawdown of groundwater 

levels; 

 Protect groundwater quality; 

 Minimize changes to surface water flows and quality 

that directly affect groundwater 

 levels or quality; 

 Minimize the effect of groundwater pumping on 

surface water flows and quality; 

 Facilitate groundwater replenishment and 

cooperative management projects; and 

 Prevent inelastic land surface subsidence from 

occurring as a result of groundwater pumping. 

 

16., 38. 
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According to the Water Quality Technical Memorandum 

completed by Caltrans, the project would not affect 

groundwater. 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

XI.     LAND USE AND PLANNING 

Would the project: 

a)  Physically divide an 

established community? 

  X  A temporary detour (with a low water crossing) adjacent 

to the existing bridge will need to be utilized during 

project construction. The proposed project will involve the 

use of temporary detours or road closures. However, 

construction would be temporary (California Department 

of Transportation, 2019c). 

 

Less than Significant 

 

14. 

b)  Cause a significant 

environmental impact 

due to a conflict with 

any land use plan, 

policy, or regulation 

adopted for the purpose 

of avoiding or 

mitigating an 

environmental effect? 

  X  This project will have to be in compliance with the Lake 

County General Plan and Lake County Municipal Code, as 

well as State and federal regulations. 

 

Less than Significant Impact 

32. 

XII.     MINERAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: 

a)  Result in the loss of 

availability of a known 

mineral resource that 

would be of value to the 

region and the residents 

of the state? 

   X The project site is not identified by the Lake County 

Aggregate Resource Management Plan as a mineral 

resource site (Lake County Planning Department Resource 

Management Division, 1992). 

  

No Impact 

 

30. 

b)  Result in the loss of 

availability of a locally 

important mineral 

resource recovery site 

delineated on a local 

general plan, specific 

plan, or other land use 

plan? 

  X  Neither the County of Lake’s General Plan, nor the Lake 

County Aggregate Resource Management Plan designates 

the project site as being a locally important mineral 

resource recovery site (Lake County Planning Department, 

Resource Management Division, 1992).  

 

Less than Significant Impact 
 

30. 

XIII.     NOISE 

Would the project  result in: 

a)  Generation of a 

substantial temporary or 

permanent increase in 

ambient noise levels in 

the vicinity of the 

project in excess of 

standards established in 

the local general plan or 

noise ordinance, or 

  X  Noise impacts related to construction activities may occur, 

such as bridge demolition, minor excavation, and 

equipment use; however, construction activities are 

considered temporary and short-term. The project is 

located in a rural area of the County and no sensitive land 

uses (i.e., residential, school, hospital, etc.) are located 

within or immediately adjacent to the project site 

(California Department of Transportation, 2013). 

 

Less Than Significant Impact 

8., 26. 
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applicable standards of 

other agencies? 
 

b)  Generation of 

excessive groundborne 

vibration or 

groundborne noise 

levels? 

  X  Noise and vibration impacts from driven piles would 

likely not generate significant concerns as there are no 

nearby residents or other sensitive receptors within the 

project area (California Department of Transportation, 

2013). 

 

Less Than Significant Impact 

 

8. 

XIV.     POPULATION AND HOUSING 

Would the project: 

a)  Induce substantial 

unplanned population 

growth in an area, either 

directly (for example, 

by proposing new 

homes and businesses) 

or indirectly (for 

example, through 

extension of roads or 

other infrastructure)?  

  X  This project includes replacing an existing bridge to 

improve public safety as determined by Caltrans. There is 

no other development planned. This is a remote area with 

very few single-family residences. Due to the remoteness 

of the site, the population in this area of Lake County is 

not expected to increase much. 

 

Less Than Significant Impact 

 

12., 26. 

b)  Displace substantial 

numbers of existing 

people or housing, 

necessitating the 

construction of 

replacement housing 

elsewhere? 

  X  See XIV. Section a). 

 

Less Than Significant Impact 

 

12., 26. 

XV.     PUBLIC SERVICES 

Would the project: 

a)  Would the project 

result in substantial 

adverse physical 

impacts associated with 

the provision of new or 

physically altered 

governmental facilities, 

need for new or 

physically altered 

governmental facilities, 

the construction of 

which could cause 

significant 

environmental impacts, 

in order to maintain 

acceptable service 

ratios, response times or 

other performance 

objectives for any of the 

public services: 

 - Fire 

Protection? 

 - Police 

Protection? 

  X  This is a remote site, which is several miles away from all 

public services. In addition, although construction of the 

bridge will temporary route traffic through the low-water 

crossing, all vehicles would need to adhere to fire and 

police by pulling over and letting these first responders get 

through. 

 

Less than Significant Impact 

18., 26. 
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 - Schools? 

 - Parks? 

 - Other Public 

Facilities? 

XVI.     RECREATION 

Would the project: 

a)  Increase the use of 

existing neighborhood 

and regional parks or 

other recreational 

facilities such that 

substantial physical 

deterioration of the 

facility would occur or 

be accelerated? 

   X See Section XIV. a). 

 

No Impact 

12., 26. 

b)  Does the project 

include recreational 

facilities or require the 

construction or 

expansion of 

recreational facilities 

which might have an 

adverse physical effect 

on the environment? 

   X See Section XIV. a). 

  

No Impact 

12., 26. 

XVII.     TRANSPORTATION 

Would the project: 

a)  Conflict with a 

program plan, 

ordinance or policy 

addressing the 

circulation system, 

including transit, 

roadway, bicycle and 

pedestrian facilities? 

  X  According to the Categorical Exclusion prepared by 

Caltrans, Bartlett Springs Road is a rural, one lane, 

unpaved road that varies in width from 12' to 24' in width. 

With a low ADT of 127 (projected in 2034), the 

recommend minimum width of traveled way of 20 feet 

plus 2-foot shoulders on each side, for a total of 24 feet, is 

anticipated for the proposed roadway approaches. The 

new roadway approaches will be unpaved and tapered to 

conform to the existing roadway condition and width, with 

standardized transition railings and end treatments planned 

for all four comers of the bridge. During construction, the 

existing bridge and roadway approaches will be closed. 

Through traffic will be detoured onto the existing adjacent 

low water crossing. 

 

The existing low water crossing of Bartlett Creek typically 

goes dry during the construction season. If water is present 

at the time of construction, a temporary water diversion 

system consisting of pipe culverts and clean gravel fill will 

be used to accommodate a single lane of traffic through 

the low water crossing. The area of the low water crossing 

will be restored to the pre-construction condition at the 

completion of construction and detour activities. No 

significant delays are expected for traffic along Bartlett 

Springs Road (California Department of Caltrans, 2019a). 

 

The proposed project is listed in the Final 2022 Lake 

County Regional Transportation Plan/ Active 

Transportation Plan on page 53. Bartlett Springs Road is 

12.,  

23., 24., 

28., 31. 
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not included on the Lake Transit Authority Bus Passenger 

list (Lake Transit Authority, 2019). Nor is the road 

included on the 2011 Regional Transportation Bikeway 

Map #18 which covers the Shoreline Communities 

Planning Area, Lake County, California (Lake 

County/City Area Planning Council (APC), 2011). The 

road is not included in the Lake County Pedestrian Facility 

Needs Study either (Lake Area Planning Council, 2019). 

The project is also in agreement with the Lake County 

General Plan Chapter 6, Transportation & Circulation, and 

Chapter 5, Public facilities & Service, as well as with the 

Lake County Municipal Code. 

 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

b) Would the project 

conflict or be 

inconsistent with CEQA 

Guidelines section 

15064.3, subdivision 

(b)?  

  X  According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, 

subdivision (b) specifies the criteria for determining the 

significance of transportation impacts. As stated in 

subdivision (b), Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) is 

“generally” the best measurement of transportation 

impacts, thus allowing agencies room to tailor their 

analyses to include other measures if appropriate. The draft 

section describes factors that might indicate whether a 

project’s VMT is less than significant or not, and gives 

examples of projects that might have less-than-significant 

impacts with respect to VMT, such as projects that would 

result in decreased VMT. Subdivision (b) recognizes that 

not all transportation projects will induce vehicle travel, 

such as projects improving transit operations, and thus 

would not result in a significant transportation impact. In 

addition to a project’s impact on VMT, “a lead agency may 

also consider localized effects of project-related 

transportation on safety.” Finally, subdivision (b) states that 

a lead agency’s evaluation of a project’s VMT “is subject 

to a rule of reason,” but also states that “a lead agency 

generally should not confine its evaluation to its own 

political boundaries.” 

 

The existing bridge has a twelve-foot clear width and 

projected ADT of 127 vehicles per day by the year of 

2034. Replacement of an existing bridge will not increase 

roadway capacity and will no induce population growth in 

the project area. The project would however improve 

safety for the general public. 

 

Less than significant Impact 

 

12. 

c)  Substantially 

increase hazards due to 

a geometric design 

feature (e.g., sharp 

curves or dangerous 

intersections) or 

incompatible uses (e.g., 

farm equipment)? 

   X This is not a road project, and the use would not change. 

 

No Impact 

 

12. 
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d) Result in inadequate 

emergency access? 

  X  Bartlett Springs Bridge is located in a State Responsibility 

Area, so fire protection services and emergency response 

services are provided by CAL FIRE. The closest CAL FIRE 

station is located at 9458 State Hwy 20, Glenhaven, CA 

95443. Police protection is provided by the Lake County 

Sheriff’s Office, located at 6222 State Hwy 20, Lucerne, 

CA 95458. The nearest hospital is Redbud Community 

Hospital, located in the City of Clearlake, approximately 

26.5 miles from the project site. Due to the remote location 

of the project site, in critical emergencies requiring rapid 

response the emergency response is typically provided by 

heliport. This will not change during construction, or in the 

case of a brief closure. If vehicle response is required, 

emergency vehicles can enter on the appropriate end of 

Bartlett Springs Road to gain access to the project site.  

 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

7., 18. 

e) Result in inadequate 

emergency access? 

  X  Bartlett Springs Bridge is located in a State Responsibility 

Area, so fire protection services and emergency response 

services are provided by CAL FIRE. The closest CAL FIRE 

station is located at 9458 State Hwy 20, Glenhaven, CA 

95443. Police protection is provided by the Lake County 

Sheriff’s Office, located at 6222 State Hwy 20, Lucerne, 

CA 95458. The nearest hospital is Redbud Community 

Hospital, located in the City of Clearlake, approximately 

26.5 miles from the project site. Due to the remote location 

of the project site, in critical emergencies requiring rapid 

response the emergency response is typically provided by 

heliport. This will not change during construction, or in the 

case of a brief closure. If vehicle response is required, 

emergency vehicles can enter on the appropriate end of 

Bartlett Springs Road to gain access to the project site.  

 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

7., 18. 

XVIII.     TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in 

Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined 

in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California Native 

American tribe, and that is: 

a)  Listed or eligible for 

listing in the California 

Register of Historical 

Resources, or in a local 

register of historical 

resources as defined in 

Public Resources Code 

section 5020.1(k), or 

  X  Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1, the 

Lake County Community Development Department sent a 

AB52 Tribal Consultation Notification on July 7, 2022, to 

the Robinson Rancheria Pomo Indians of California who 

are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project 

area. Consultation with the Tribal government, and Lake 

County Community Development and Public Works 

Department occurred on September 19, 2022. During this 

meeting, the Tribal members did not indicate any issues 

with the project.  

 

According to the Archaeological Survey Report, no 

prehistoric sites, traditional use areas or other cultural 

issues of concern have been identified by the Native 

42. 
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American groups and individuals contacted. The NAHC 

has no record of Sacred Land listings within, adjacent or 

close to the project area. The data file and determinations 

of effect for the Office of Historic Preservation also failed 

to document resources in the APE. Lastly, the California 

Inventory failed to identify potential historic resources 

within the APE. 

 

No archaeological resources were identified within or 

immediately adjacent to the APE during the background 

investigation, the present pedestrian survey, or the 

consultation efforts. 

 

If cultural resources are found during bridge construction, 

there are clear federal, state, or local regulations which 

must be followed. Please see Section V. a). The following 

mitigation measure will be incorporated into the project. 

 

CUL-1: If any artifacts or remains are found, the local 

overseeing Tribe shall immediately be notified; a licensed 

archaeologist shall be notified, and the Lake County 

Community Development Director shall be notified of such 

finds. 

 

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated 

 

b)  A resource 

determined by the lead 

agency, in its discretion 

and supported by 

substantial evidence, to 

be significant pursuant 

to criteria set forth in 

subdivision (c) of 

Public Resources Code 

section 5024.1.  In 

applying the criteria set 

forth in subdivision (c) 

of Public Resources 

Code 5024.1, the lead 

agency shall consider 

the significance of the 

resource to a California 

Native American tribe.  

  X  Please see Section XVIII. a). 

 

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated 

42. 

XIX.     UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 

Would the project: 

a)  Require or result in 

the relocation or 

construction of new or 

expanded water, 

wastewater treatment or 

storm water drainage, 

electric power, natural 

gas, or 

telecommunications 

  X   There is an existing buried fiber optic line running parallel 

to the existing road alignment on the southern side of 

Bartlett Springs Road. The fiber optic line flares out as it 

approaches the bridge and appears to be outside the 

potential impact area for the proposed low-water crossing. 

By maintaining the existing alignment, impacts to this 

utility will be minimal. Further coordination will be 

required during final design to verify its exact location, 

but it currently appears that the proposed project can be 

10. 
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facilities, the 

construction or 

relocation of which 

could cause significant 

environmental effects? 

constructed without any impacts to this utility and it may 

be left in place (California Department of Transportation, 

2018a). 

 

The project is not proposing the construction of any new 

utilities or service systems. 

 

Less Than Significant Impact. 

 

b)  Have sufficient 

water supplies available 

to serve the project and 

reasonably foreseeable 

future development 

during normal, dry and 

multiple dry years? 

  X  For construction of the project, due to the remoteness of the 

site and being in a High Fire Severity Zone, project 

activities will have to comply with state and federal 

regulations. See Section IX. g). 

 

Less Than Significant Impact. 

 

7. 

c)  Result in a 

determination by the 

wastewater treatment 

provider, which serves 

or may serve the project 

that it has adequate 

capacity to serve the 

project’s projected 

demand in addition to 

the provider’s existing 

commitments? 

   X The project only includes replacing an existing bridge.  

 

No Impact 

 

 

 

 

10. 

d) Generate solid waste 

in excess of State or 

local standards, or in 

excess of the capacity 

of local infrastructure, 

or otherwise impair the 

attainment of solid 

waste reduction goals? 

  X  Construction waste would be disposed of at the Eastlake 

Sanitary Landfill. The landfill recently received approval to 

expand its operations which would extend the lifespan of 

the landfill by 22 years (SHN Consulting Engineers & 

Geologists and SCS Engineers, 2020).  

 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

34. 

e)  Comply with federal, 

state, and local 

management and 

reduction statutes and 

regulations related to 

solid waste? 

  X  The project would have to comply with Caltrans 2018 

Standard Specifications Section 14, Subsection 14-10 Solid 

Waste Disposal and Recycling (State of California, 

California State Transportation Agency, Department of 

Transportation). Please also refer to Section IX. a). 

 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

35. 

XX.     WILDFIRE 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would the 

project: 

a)  Substantially impair 

an adopted emergency 

response plan or 

emergency evacuation 

plan? 

  X  The project would have to comply with the County of Lake, 

2020 Emergency Operations Plan with the Wildland Fire 

Annex, as well as with the Lake County Local Hazard 

Mitigation Plan Update (February 2018). Please refer to 

Section XV. a), and Section IX. g). 

 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

18., 25. 
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b) Due to slope, 

prevailing winds, and 

other factors, exacerbate 

wildfire risks, and 

thereby expose project 

occupants to, pollutant 

concentrations from a 

wildfire or the 

uncontrolled spread of a 

wildfire? 

  X  Slopes at the bridge site appear to be less than 1%. There 

was no wind during the August 2022 site visit.  

 

Because the bridge has been deemed to be unsafe by 

Caltrans, its replacement is not only necessary, but in the 

long run would result in a safer route for those needing to 

evacuate. Also, because the site has been classified as being 

in a Very High Fire Severity Zone, it is important that 

construction of the bridge follow all local, State, and federal 

regulations for the construction workers, as well as the 

public. 

 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

7., 12., 

36 

c) Require the 

installation or 

maintenance of 

associated infrastructure 

(such as roads, fuel 

breaks, emergency 

water sources, power 

lines or other utilities) 

that may exacerbate fire 

risk or that may result in 

temporary or ongoing 

impacts to the 

environment? 

  X  To minimize potential water quality impacts, it is 

anticipated that construction will be completed in one 

season, at a time when the creek is dry. However, 

depending on the creek flows at the time of construction, a 

temporary stream diversion may be required, which may 

include screened pumps, a temporary pipe network, clean 

gravel, siltation baffles, and/or cofferdams to route flow 

through and around the immediate work area, maintain 

dewatered conditions, and return flow to the downstream 

channel network without causing harm to biological 

resources or affecting water quality. If dewatering is 

required, construction site dewatering must comply with 

the General Waste Discharge Requirements/NPDES 

Permit for Limited Threat Discharges to Surface Waters. 

Dewatering activities are not expected to exacerbate fire 

risk. 

 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

7., 14. 

d) Expose people or 

structures to significant 

risks, including 

downslope or 

downstream flooding or 

landslides, as a result of 

runoff, post-fire slope 

instability, or drainage 

changes? 

  X  Please see Section XX. a). 

 

Less than Significant Impact 

 

 

 

 

18. 
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XXI.    MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

a)  Does the project 

have the potential to 

substantially degrade 

the quality of the 

environment, 

substantially reduce the 

habitat of a fish or 

wildlife species, cause a 

fish or wildlife 

population to drop 

below self-sustaining 

levels, threaten to 

eliminate a plant or 

animal community, 

substantially reduce the 

number or restrict the 

range of a rare or 

endangered plant or 

animal or eliminate 

important examples of 

the major periods of 

California history or 

prehistory? 

 X   A Natural Environment Study was prepared in April of 

2018 by Gallaway Enterprises, which included the results 

from surveying special status animal and plant species, as 

well as a Delineation of Waters of the United States at the 

project site on May 26, 2016 (California Department of 

Transportation, 2018). 

 

The incorporation of mitigation measures BIO-1 through 

BIO-13 in Section IV. Biological Resources of this study 

would reduce potential impacts to wildlife animals and 

plants to a less-than-significant level.  

 

Archeological Survey Report BRLO 5914 (111) was 

completed for this site. According to the report, Bartlett 

Bridge is not eligible for the NRHP. It was also concluded 

from the records search that no prehistoric or historic-era 

sites have been recorded or otherwise identified within the 

APE boundary.  

 

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated 

 

 

b)  Does the project 

have impacts that are 

individually limited, but 

cumulatively 

considerable? 

(“Cumulatively 

considerable” means 

that the incremental 

effects of a project are 

considerable when 

viewed in connection 

with the effects of past 

projects, the effects of 

other current projects, 

and the effects of 

probable future 

projects)? 

 X   Due to the remoteness of the site and no change in the use, 

plus the short duration of construction, impacts after 

mitigation is applied would not be cumulatively 

considerable when viewed in connection with other past, 

current, and probable future projects. Although two other 

bridge replacement projects are proposed in the 

unincorporated Spring Valley, the distance is several miles 

away. The following environmental factors were 

considered with mitigation measures incorporated: Air 

Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, 

Geology and Soils, and Hydrology and Water Quality. 

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated 

 

 

c)  Does the project 

have environmental 

effects which will cause 

substantial adverse 

effects on human 

beings, either directly or 

indirectly? 

  X  The proposed project would reduce the safety hazards 

associated the existing bridge crossing Bartlett Springs 

Creek, which has been determined to be functionally 

obsolete by Caltrans. Improved approach geometry would 

offer user a better site distance. Because the proposed 

project represents a net decrease in environmental effects 

that could adversely impact human beings, either directly 

or indirectly, project impacts to human beings would be less 

than significant. 

 

Less than Significant Impact  
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Attachment C: Natural Environmental Study 




